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Hosea 3:1-5 (The Message)
Then God ordered me, "Start all over: Love your wife again, your wife who's in bed with her 

latest boyfriend, your cheating wife.

Love her the way I, God, love the Israelite people,
   even as they flirt and party with every god that takes their fancy."

 I did it. I paid good money to get her back.

   It cost me the price of a slave.
Then I told her, "From now on you're living with me.

   No more whoring, no more sleeping around.
   You're living with me and I'm living with you."

 The people of Israel are going to live a long time

   stripped of security and protection,
without religion and comfort,

   godless and prayerless.
But in time they'll come back, these Israelites,

   come back looking for their God and their David-King.
They'll come back chastened to reverence

   before God and his good gifts, ready for the End of the story of his love.

Whoa! Pretty graphic language. And it’s in the Bible! But it’s God’s word to his prophet and
people long ago, and it’s still His word to us today.

Wednesdays @ Ebenezer
I had the chance this past week to participate in some of the Wednesday night ministries at

our facility at Cedar and 41st. Travel plans brought me to Minneapolis, and I had spoke with
our youth pastor, Matt Oxendale, and had arranged to be with the youth that evening. Well,

as a first-time attender, I came early enough to enjoy the food and fellowship over the dinner
hour. I was especially impressed with those who have faithfully served – some for years – to

make these Wednesday night meals a reality. It seemed to be a draw for those who live in
the neighborhood.
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Then I was introduced to the youth and got to be with them during their gathering. They

helped me feel welcomed, and I even got to be part of their opening games. Matt brought a
message to the youth from the scripture passage above. I wish you all could have heard the

clear law/gospel message that was delivered. It was rock solid, penetrating, and complete.
During a time of prayer and worship, we all were given opportunity to express our need of

Christ and gratitude toward and belief in him. Later that night I commented to Matt on the
strength of his youth leadership team, and his reply was something like, “I’d put our youth

leadership up against any other church’s youth leadership team any day!” I share his
enthusiasm and appreciation. They’re making a kingdom impact through their presence with

and love for the youth.

I capped the night off joining with the prayer gathering of adults in the fireside room. This is 
truly the engine room of our church. Pastors Dale and Morris led us as we lifted our prayers to 

the throne-room of our merciful God.

I’m going to repeat what I sent out last week since many of you probably did not receive it.

Coffee (& Brunch or Dessert) with Pastor Todd
Please make plans to join me sometime during the last three months of 2007 at the Ministry

Café (downstairs @ Ebenezer ☺) for a couple of hours when we can talk together about the
ministry to which God is calling us. This is your chance to share what’s on your heart for the

ministry of Ebenezer.

Choose one time from three options:
- Brunch on October 6 from 10:00am–noon

- Dessert on November 3 from 3:00–5:00pm
- Brunch on December 1 from 10:00am–noon

Childcare will not be provided, so if you’re married with

children, I’d recommend coming on separate occasions when
the other can be with the family; plus your family can have

twice the input! This is open to anyone in the congregation
from the youth group on up, so that means you.
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How do I sign up?

Good question. You have three options:

#1. Reserve your spot on the sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center (available each Sunday 
morning)

#2. Call the church office with your date selection (612-722-0157).
#3. Email the church office with your date selection (ebenezer@usfamily.net) 

Next time I'm back...
I’m looking forward to being with you again on the first weekend of October. I’ll be with you
the first weekends of October, November and December. Meanwhile, please feel free to email

or call me. I've intentionally added a Minneapolis-based cell phone number (612-432-3128) to
make it easier to contact me. Just remember that I still have a day job and a family.

In Christ alone,

P.S. Ask your Ebenezer friends if they’ve signed-up yet for my eNewsletter. I think it’ll take

some strong word-of-mouth to get most of the people and friends of Ebenezer to sign-up.
Help me out; encourage your Ebenezer friends to subscribe. They need to do it just like you

did: go to www.pastortodd.net and click on the Ebenezer eNewsletter link. Thanks!
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